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ADVENTURE AND ADRENALIN: A BUSH-CRASHING            
COURSE IN NZ BUSH SURVIVAL IN 2 NEW BOOKS 

 
Sticking with Pigs and CUZ are two new books that offer pure 
adventure for tween and young adult readers.  Releasing in March, 
these adventures are about resilience and survival against adversity in 
the NZ bush.                                                                                 

CUZ, by Liz Van der Laarse uses knowledge of Maori bush lore to help 

two 14-year-old cousins survive a rugged journey through Fiordland.  

Hailed by NZ writer David Riley as “the NZ version of Hatchet” it 

follows what happens to Huia and River when they are stranded after 

a boat explosion.   This ground-breaking book includes a map of the 

region, tips for bush survival including edible native plants and links to 

Search and Rescue. Van der Laarse has taught children in NZ rural 

communities for many decades and now lives in Northland. She has 

tramped extensively and has been a journalist for Wilderness Magazine 

and previously written junior fiction: Trouble Patch and Not Even.  Not 

Even was a Storylines Notable NZ Children’s Book (Junior Fiction) 2003.  

In Sticking with Pigs, we learn just what can go wrong on a pig-hunt. Wolf 
is 14 and faced with challenging circumstances at home. A hunting trip with 
Uncle Jem sounds like a dream to get away from it all, but things go awry.  
There are links at the back of the book to hunting and tramping 
organisations for readers eager to experience the bush.  Scott is the 
author of two previous books highlighting issues affecting young men, 
is from Havelock North and one of nine siblings. Her family wallowed 
in a culture of books and music. The highs and lows of raising four sons 
has left her with a store of gritty, contemporary issues to write about. 
Her sons are now young men and she has, so far, three grandsons. Her 
previous novels: Snakes and Ladders 2012, and Coming Home to Roost, 
2016 were short-listed for the NZ Children’s and Young Adult Book 
Awards. Snakes and Ladders won the Best First Book award in 2012.  
Mary-anne is a commentator and writes as the weekly advice 
columnist, Dear Mary-anne, for Stuff.co. She is an avid reader of fiction 
with a penchant for Young Adult writing. She is also a singer, music 
teacher, guitarist and cellist and regularly plays at weddings and in wine 
bars.  Her mother is the picture book author Joy Watson, who wrote the 
famous Grandpas’ Slippers among many other titles.  

Both these books showcase what can be done when faced with challenging 
circumstances, and both are set in the New Zealand wilderness. Cuz 
equally features Huia, River’s cousin, both 14: and she is an equal in that 
adventure. These books will attract any lover of adventure.  In both books, 
they dig deep to find the resilience to survive and ultimately learn many 
things about themselves, and about life. 

Both authors are available for interview.                                                                         
For further information please see www.OneTree-House.com    Please call Jenny Nagle: 
021599838 OR email sales@onetree.house.com  to arrange interviews or review copies.    
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